
For the attention of the Manston Airport Case Team,

I am writing to you today, to list my representation on the re-determination of the Manston
Airport DCO, on request of the Department of Transport regarding letter Dated 11th June 2021.

I am a local 23 year-old resident who works in the airline industry- having been involved in the
Manston campaign from the age of 15 - when the airport’s closure was announced - that was 8
years ago.

Having seen how much Thanet has changed, as well as personally heard the opinions of local
young people through my education and workplaces, I can say without a shadow of a doubt -
that this airport is absolutely crucial to Thanet and the wider Kent area and is NEEDED for the
benefit of local people young and old; business big or small and especially those who have lived
here all their life and have seen and perhaps victim of the depravity of the local area.

The focus of this letter is going to be on Thanet and Kent - and the benefits Manston could
bring.

Unemployment
The following analysis is using data supplied by Kent County Council published June 15th 2021.

https://www.kent.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0019/8182/District-unemployment-bulletin.pdf
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As you can see here, Thanet has the highest unemployment in Kent, at a staggering 9.4%

The average unemployment in Kent sits at 5.67%* - So Thanet sits at almost twice above
that rate.

*(if you add up the unemployment rates and divide by the number of districts)



What I find most shocking is the rate of unemployment amongst 18-24 year-olds in Thanet.

The Kent average sits at 8.7% unemployment rate amongst 18-24 year-olds, which in itself is
high;



Thanet’s unemployment rate amongst 18-24 year-olds sits at 14.9%

A re-opened Manston Airport will provide many thousands of jobs to local people, especially
unlocking valuable careers in aviation and aerospace (and also STEM subjects) to young
people - enabling a more prosperous area.



POSITIVES OF THE PROJECT - Specific to Unemployment

The DCO being approved will bring much needed help to the area, and will bring jobs to the
unemployed.

The table below is from RSP’s “ 7.4 Azimuth Report Volumes 1 to 4”

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/TR020002/TR
020002-002459-7.4%20-%20Azimuth%20Report.pdf
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Initially, there will be approximately 800 construction jobs3 to get the project underway, using
local construction and employment - but the real detail is in the table .
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Direct Jobs

From the table and the red arrow, we can see the direct job predictions , which start at 116 in
Y1, growing to 2,150 by Y5 and 3,471 by Y20.

As you can see in comparison, this is a significant number of jobs provided to the unemployed
in Thanet.

Indirect Jobs

From the table and the column marked by the green arrow, we can see the indirect jobs
prediction

4 RSP 7.4 Azimuth Reports Vol 1-4 pg 220

3 Quote by Tony Freudman. RSP Director during Radio Kent Interview with Presenter Julia George on the
Tues 22nd June 2021.



Catalytic Jobs

These jobs are just as important, as they are all external jobs as a result of the project. It is also
these jobs as a result of the airport that will help the local economy in a number of ways - which
will be another submission of mine.



Local Economy

Thanet has a weak local economy, and according to the Centre for International
Competitiveness, Thanet ranks amongst the lowest in the country.

Using the following report from 2019 (latest data pre-brexit and pre-covid19):

http://cforic.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/UKCI-2019.pdf
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As you can see from this table excerpt, Thanet ranks lowest; 373 out of 377 areas , displaying
some of the lowest annual growth rates using 4 different scenarios.

Here is the result of the slowest predicted GDP per Capita growing localities in the Bust
scenario - Thanet once again ranks almost lowest on the chart, with a predicted GDP shrinking
rate of -2.41% per year.

I think from this data supplied, it is CLEAR that Thanet is in a desperate economic state and
requires investment and employment on a major scale, of which the Manston Airport project will
supply.



Manston’s con

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/TR020002/TR
020002-002459-7.4%20-%20Azimuth%20Report.pdf
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